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Investing in solar energy transforms a commercial 
property from a passive overhead cost into a 
high-performing strategic asset. 

With solar, you own your energy source, instead of 
constantly renting it. This yields instant electricity cost 
savings and improved cash flow for your operations. 
Buildings with solar command higher valuations too.

Furthermore, by significantly lowering the carbon footprint 
of the business, solar serves as a tangible demonstration of 
corporate responsibility, enhancing brand reputation in a 
marketplace that increasingly rewards environmentally 
responsible initiatives.

For Brightside Ventures, the energy this system produces offsets a 
large percentage of the building’s energy needs. They are now 
functioning like their own power plant, supplying energy back to the 
grid, rather than just pulling from it.
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Many electricity bill charges are 
rate-based, calculated by multiplying your 
usage by your utility's current rates. These 
rates are subject to annual increases. 

Less electricity pulled from the grid means 
you are more shielded from the volatility of 
your utility rate hikes. 

For Brightside Ventures, their solar PV 
system substantially reduces billable 
kilowatt-hours, drastically cutting their 
rate-based energy charges.

Energy Costs 
With Solar

WITH SOLAR 

ENERGY IS PREDICTABLE
By installing solar, a business can effectively replace all or 
some of its grid power with a fixed, predictable levelized 
cost of energy over the system's 25-plus year lifespan.

By "locking in” electricity rates at a significant discount to 
current market price, a business creates a permanent 
buffer against the historical 3-5% annual utility rate hikes.
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Energy Costs 
Without Solar

Energy Bill Savings Can

Help Pay For Your Array



However, some months you will produce 
more electricity than you pulled from the grid 
(as shown above). This will be be tracked as 
“Delivery/Supply Carryover kWh.” You may 
also have carryover from past electricity bills. 
This appears as “Delivery/Supply Prior 
Carryover.”

EXCESS 
PRODUCTION FROM 

SUMMER MONTHS 
CAN BE BANKED 

AND USED IN 
LOWER-PRODUCTION 

WINTER MONTHS

Anytime your solar array produces more 
energy than your facility uses at that 
moment, the excess is sent to the grid. This 
appears as "On-Site Excess Gen kWh" on your 
bill. In certain months, the amount you pulled 
from the grid (Total kWh) will not be fully 
offset. In the above example, the excess 
production lowered the bill, but no 
kilowatt-hours were left over for future use 
(line items containing "Carryover").

WITH SOLAR YOU CAN 

BANK ENERGY SAVINGS
Solar owners benefit from net metering. With this policy, your 
utility tracks excess solar production and lets you spend it on 
future energy bills.

In winter months, when your solar production is lower, excess 
solar production from past months will be applied to your bill to 
help offset your usage. 

This carryover production must be used within the year that the 
energy was generated.
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WITH SOLAR YOU CAN 

SHIELD YOURSELF FROM UTILITY TAXES
Utility bills aren't limited to electricity usage charges. Taxes and fees constitute a portion of the customer costs. Many 
of these taxes and fees help the utility company meet its energy goals and upgrade its outdated infrastructure.

A majority of these taxes are rate-dependent, so the more energy you pull from the grid the more you pay for each 
line item. Solar significantly lowers your expenses and shields you from future rate increases that may apply to 
these charges.

Here’s how the taxes stacked 
up for one of Brightside 
Ventures’ warehouses that 
does have a solar array. 
Eight of the ten tax charges 
are dictated by kilowatt-
hour usage.

This is the tax section of a bill 
from one of Brightside 
Ventures’ warehouses that 
does not have a solar array, 
leading to hundreds of dollars 
in additional charges.
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WITH SOLAR + BATTERY YOU CAN 

LOWER ENERGY BILLS VIA “PEAK SHAVING”
Peak shaving can occur when a solar + battery storage system reduces electricity consumption during periods of 
maximum energy use.

For commercial users, utility companies often bill based on the single highest 15-minute window of usage in a month. 
Even if you use very little power the rest of the time, one spike can significantly alter your bill. If a factory turns on all its 
energy-intensive equipment at 12:00 PM, that 15-minute spike sets the price for the entire month's bill, even if the 
factory sits idle for the other 29 days.

Using “peak shaving” a business can discharge its battery reserves during these time of maximum electricity use to 
avoid being billed at a higher rate that month.
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Dispense battery reserves 
during this peak-usage time, 
so business is billed at lower 
price tier for the month.
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Secure Your Project Flexibility: Meet the July 4, 2026 Safe Harbor milestone 
to lock in your 30% tax credit and a flexible four-year construction window. 
This protects your ROI from utility delays and ensures maximum equipment 
choice before stricter 2027 rules take effect.

ABOUT 

StraightUp Solar
StraightUp Solar offers an energy choice you can feel good about. We live 
and work in the regions we serve, so we care about the well-being of our 
communities. As a Certified B Corporation, we strive to uplift the people 
and planet. From design to installation, we help homeowners and 
businesses throughout Illinois and Missouri uplift their energy with custom, 
turnkey solar solutions. We’ve been in business since 2006, and we will be 
here to care for your system for years to come.

Services
Design/Build

Energy Storage

Service & Maintenance

Electric Vehicle Charging

Remove & Replace

Warranties
25-Year Product Warranty 
on Solar Modules

1-Year Workmanship 
Warranty

Custom Quote
Schedule Your 
Energy Bill Audit

StraightUpSolar.com
(844) 97-SOLAR




